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sented by a single dot. In others, such as Long Island, parts of Minnesota,
and Aroostook County in northern Maine, there are so many potatoes that
the dots touch one another, giving a patch of solid black. Each dot in
A62 is necessarily many times larger than it would be if it represented
the area occupied by potatoes on a true scale. The general rule is to
make the dots of such size that where they are thickest the map will
be black. There are many modifications of dot maps. In A60, for
example, the larger dots represent one per cent of the world's foreign
trade, while the small dots represent one tenth of one per cent.
Isopleth maps are another useful kind.   We may want to know what
percentage of the cropland is devoted to potatoes, what price is paid per
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bushel, or how many bushels are raised per acre. Ratios such as these
are well represented by lines called isopleths and by shading of different
intensities. For example, A63 shows the number of bushels of potatoes
raised on an average acre in each state, and in the provinces of Canada,
during a 20-year period. The lines marked 75, 100, and so on, are called
isopleths, or lines of equal weight. The line labeled 75, for example,
means that south of it, until some other isopleth appears, the yield of
potatoes averages less than 75 bushels per acre, while north of it the yield
is more. Toward the north the yield increases more or less regularly,
to a maximum of over 200 bushels per acre in Maine, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island. The isopleth map tells us various things
which we could not possibly have guessed from the dot map, for example,

